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Don’t Compromise Care: We Need Comprehensive Insurance
Coverage that Includes Abortion Care

As part of the deal to end the shutdown of the federal government, Senate Republicans agreed to
hold a vote to extend the enhanced premium tax credits — crucial funding that makes insurance
coverage affordable for people who purchase plans through the Affordable Care Act (ACA)
Marketplace. Recent reporting indicates that anti-abortion advocates and lawmakers' are
demanding that insurance coverage of abortion be prohibited for plans sold in the Marketplaces.?
This would effectively ban insurance coverage of abortion for people who purchase coverage
through the ACA Marketplace, allowing the federal government to deny insurance coverage of
abortion to millions of people.

This push is part of the broader effort by Republican lawmakers to restrict health care and
artificially separate abortion, an essential component of health care, from the rest of the system.

e This would eliminate insurance coverage of abortion for millions of people who
currently purchase plans in the 13 states plus D.C. that currently permit it, and the 12
states that require insurance coverage of abortion in Marketplace plans.?

e Aban on abortion coverage in Marketplace plans would be purely political, an
attempt to deny access. Section 1303 of the Affordable Care Act already prohibits the use
of federal dollars to fund abortion coverage in Marketplace insurance plans, except in
cases of rape, incest, or when the life of the pregnant person is endangered. Insurers
offering plans that include abortion coverage must segregate funds to ensure that federal
subsidies, including premium tax credits, are not used for abortion services. While federal
funding should cover abortion care, such funding is currently banned. This effort is just
another attempt to restrict abortion care.

How would people be affected if Marketplace insurance coverage of abortion is
banned?

Affordable, comprehensive health coverage is the foundation of health justice. If abortion
coverage is banned, people who purchase their insurance through the ACA Marketplaces will have
to pay out of pocket if they need an abortion. On average, medication abortion costs between
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$500 and $800. Procedural abortion ranges from $600 to over $2,000.*

For many, this cost is insurmountable. In one study, almost 40% of people in the United States
reported that they couldn't afford an unexpected expense over $400.°

When people can't afford abortion care, they face significant consequences, including:

o Delayed or denied access to care. Every forced continuation of pregnancy has health,
economic, and social consequences.

¢ Further draining of abortion funds, which help people pay the costs of abortion care,
including not just for the procedure itself but other expenses like travel and childcare.
Abortion funds have already experienced significant increases in need since Roe v. Wade
was overturned.

Research from the Turnaway Study, conducted by the Advancing New Standards in Reproductive
Health research collaborative at University of California, San Francisco, found that people denied
abortion care were more likely to experience long-term economic hardship. People denied
abortion care:

e Were nearly four times more likely to live below the federal poverty level.®

e Were more likely to remain in contact with a violent partner.’

e Were more likely to experience serious pregnancy complications, including eclampsia
and death.

e Reported worse physical health outcomes over time, including chronic pain and
gestational hypertension.®

What are the enhanced premium tax credits and why do they matter?

In July, the Trump Administration and Congressional Republicans pushed through massive cuts
to safety net programs that jeopardized insurance coverage for an estimated 10 million people.
They then refused to extend the enhanced premium tax credits, which expanded the number of
people eligible for assistance and increased the amount of support available for ACA
Marketplace plans. In 2021, Congress increased the amount and number of people who received
financial assistance to purchase ACA insurance plans. These enhanced premium tax credits
increased the amount and number of people who received financial assistance to purchase ACA
insurance plans.

If the enhanced premium tax credits are allowed to expire at year's end, premiums will spike and
at least 4.2 million people® will lose their Marketplace coverage, with up to 20 million people™
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projected to face affordability challenges. This would deepen inequities, drive up costs, and make
it harder for people to access health care, including reproductive services like abortion,
contraception, and pregnancy-related care.

Premium Tax Credits and abortion coverage are both critical

Ensuring affordable, comprehensive insurance coverage is foundational to health justice,
reproductive autonomy, and equity. Abortion is essential health care and should be covered
like any other health care service. Efforts to ban abortion coverage in the ACA Marketplaces are
part of a broader campaign to limit access and constrain states’ ability to protect reproductive
health care.

The stakes of this debate are not abstract. They determine whether millions of people can access
the full spectrum of care they need—without political interference, stigma, or financial barriers.
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